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’ Wiha Breit ¥ 

Ir is a trite observation the lifeof a iterary 
person furnifhes few mate! for the biographer : 
It is still more true, that @ person, whose exertions 
have been uniformly directed by beneficence, goes on 
in a smooth and uniform tract in his progrefs 
through life, that exhibits none of those tremenduous 
scenes, which, by fhocking the mind, rousethe attention 
of the vacant spectators, so as to afford them amuse- 
ment. Hence the life of a Howard or a Hanway is 
pafsed over with indifference ; while that of Jenghiz 
Khan rouses the active faculties of the mind. 

The object of the present memoit.has been in In- 
dia upwards of thirty years; and during all that time 
has been engaged in enterprises, calculated to promote 
the welfare of the natives of that country. Instead of 
applying his talents to the acquisition of wealth as his 
principal object, which is se generally the case with 
those who go to that country from hence, he has ever 
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2 memoirs of Dr James Anderson. May 9. 
considered that object of inferior importance to those of 
beneficence and kindnefs ; and though he has long occu- 
pied 4 place of such consequence im India as miglit 
have enabled him to acquire, in'an honourable way, 
sucha fortune as might have satisfed the withes: of 
the most avaricious, he has contented himself with 
applying what wealth came in his way, to acts of 
kindnefs to. those whochave merited it at his hands, 
and. to generous efforts, to better the state of 
the poor people around him. ‘To accumulate wealth 
for other purposes is a study that he despises. He 
has adopted «that country as his own: nor can he 
ever feel the effects of languor, while he is engaged 
in the °active pursuits of measures ‘that promise to 
diffuse immediate happinefs around him, and to pave 
the way for general prosperity, after ke hall be re- 
anoved from this active scene. 
» A chafacter so uncommon, when joined with su- 
perior talents, anda liberal education, could not fail 
“to attract, in time, themotice of gentlemen in India; 
~but time was required to ascertain the real bent of 
‘that character. In India, as well as in Europe, there 
wré' tobe found, mien who strive to advance their 
own interest, under the specious pretext of general 
‘phifanthropy ; so that there, as well as here, ‘it is 
“fet at once that the true-value of all such pretensions 
‘eaty ‘be vascertained ; ‘for many years,: therefore, the 
‘efforts of this man ‘were confined only to a narrow 
.Bphetey they were: known only to his intimate acquain- 
hednoe, tor did he make any particular-efforts to make 
‘them ‘be *peblicly: taken: notice of.| Hisi operations, 
-howevéry wéresteady and-uninterrupted. Hetook plea- 
sure in useful researches, and pursued them; nor did he 
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L7Q2s memotrs-of Dr Sates Anderson. 3 
ever spend a thought about, the opinion: that others 
might form of them... These exertions, however; pro- 
duced a silent! and) imperceptible: effect..:i, Young 
men, whoy when: in: destitute civeumstdtices, - had 
found an hospitable fhelter under his).roof, eamght 
from him a portion of that spirit-with which he wes 
animated ;—this inspired them with) a: similer).ar- 
dour. When they were dispersed over the extensive 
provinces of India, they withed to cecommend; them- 
selves tothe notice of thesr benefactory.by, co-opera 
ting with him in promoting his views of public uth 
lity... An extensive correspondence. was, thus: esta+ 
‘blithed-all over India, of which he was ithe centre. 
His name came to be known, and of course,revered : 
it at length reached Europe, The Court of Diree- 
tors of the India company, struck with. the: useful 
prospects that his plans opened up, recommended 
them to the attention of their governots..abroad ; 
and, by this means, his influence’ there became still 
moré extensive than formerly. . The only use he 
made of this influence was to recommend to govern- 
ment, and the nation at large, an attention to such 
circumstances as promised to benefit the ,country 
where he resides. 

To. difseminate useful knowledge as sninanily 
as pofsible in India, Dr Anderson: has, printed, from 
stime to time in Madras,. the letters that: have pafsed 
shetween himself and ¢orrespondents, om, subjeetsvof 
national improvements, which, at:his, own expence, 
hechas distitibuted allover India. ». This has tended 
very much td facilitate hiseviews.; | Copies, of, these 
po tore he oh — forwacded: Ag: the wre 
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4 mentors of Dr Famhes Anderson. May g.: 
ter of thisurticle. “To give’ some idea of the nature 
of this “correspondence, “and the objects it “embraces, ' 
I beg leave to subjoin the following letters : 


Letter from Dr James Anderson to the honourableFohn Hollond, 
president and governor, &c. and council of Madras. 

_. Hon. “str AND SIRS, - Nov. 24. 1789. 

- Near three years ago, aests of insects were brought me 
from the woods, which adhered to branches of the staphy- 
lea vepretum, and resembled small cowry fhells:. to con- 
vince me, they were wholesome, the people eat many of 
them with avidity. 

I afterwards found the same kind of nests on the wodier, 
sitodium, calophyllum, inophyllum, and rondeletia, filled 
sometimes with a motionlefs red substance, at other times, 
a numerous hive of small creeping red imsects, and fre- 
quently only an empty thin hufk, or pellicle of the mother 
insect remained as a lining. 

Lately the abbé Grofsier’s history of China fell into 

my hands, where, under the article wax tree, I found 
an insect mentioned which seemed to correspond with 
what I had seen; I then threw some of the nests, 
which are properly the enamel white covering of an in-. 
sect,,in the manner of lac, into olive oil, Heated over the. 
fire, where they were soon difsolved ; on cooling, the mix- 
tare lost its fluidity, became as hard and firm as tallow 
"or mutton suet, and retained some degree of transparency, 
although it pofsefsed the colour of bleached wax. 

‘The Watters call them peti billum, palm sugar ; the 
‘Falingas, s sima mynum, ants wax; the Tamuls, araku koondu, 
Wax cower baket ; and the Chinesé call theirs pe-la, white 


Kegs 7 
€ greater size of the pe-la may be owing to culture ; 
and the abbé says, that only two kinds of trees, the can-la- 
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chu, and -choui-la-chu, on. which itis necefsary ;to place 
the insects.with care,;afford them proper, nourithment,, , 

I thought it not improper to mention, this singular sep 
duction, as it promises to convert oil into the consistence 
of wax, and serve other useful purposes. 

I have the honour to transmit the copy’ ofa etter’ of 
instructions to Dr Berry, for the farther orderitig’ the 
plantation at the nopalry. I am favoured with your letter 
of the r8th instant, and have no doubt; with such’ afis- 
tance, and foreign aid, of establifhing a'collection of ‘valu~ 
able plants, that may be extended to the management of 
_ the natives in the honourable company’s pofsefsions, with’ 

public advantage. I am, We, 


From the same to the same. 


Hon. str AND SIRS, Dec. 11. 1989. 

Your ready acquiefcence to the importation of valuable 
plants will enable me to derive advantage from the resear- 
ches of the Asiatic Society, by the hopes I entertain that 
you will solicit the supreme board for plants of thé miah- 
wah tree, so certainly supplying food in hot countries, as 
described by lieutenant Charles Hamilton, a member of thet 
Society. 

In this country the materia medica extends to the 
bark of every tree, and is the principal cause of our want 
of timber, almost every tree being stripped of its bark at an 
early period, by the natives, either for themselves, “or oi 
purpose to cure the diseases of cattle ; and it must be al- 
lowed that many of them are useful in this view, such as” 
the melias, some mimosas, the genus | ficus, and cafsia ; ; per- 


seeing much disadvantage in the want f timber : Thatth; 
in most common use, of andropogon nardus, is light ane 
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6 memoirs of Dr ‘James Anderson. May 9. 
easily supported, rendering large timbets,.as beams of hou- 
ses, unnecefsary. 

. But it may be considered that the honourable company 
are at.a very considerable expeace for the Pegu teak, em- 
ployed in gun carriages, and other necefsary works, as- well 
asithe Europeans here in house building ; nor fhould the 
unhealthineds, of the clay houses of the natives, in the wet 
season, pais unnoticed, while the true riches of a country is 
the;number of useful inhabitants. 

_It.is,a distant. prospect to look forward to the growth 
ef trees, but this, affords the best reason why no time 
fhould be lost in beginning to plant them. Some vines I 
planted here, gave grapes in thirteen months; when they 
were of such a size, that a native of the territory of Berry 
afsured me they would be deemed the growth of seven years 
in France ; and I am convinced that timber trees come to 
as much size and perfection here in twenty years, as the 
timber trees in England attain in sixty 

Previously, however, to the planting of trees for timber, 
it would be well if the head men of every village were 
advised of the utility of establifhing-a store of bark of 
every different. kind of tree, the bark of which is im use, 
that those who are in want may be supplied at a moderate 
valuation, without exposing all trees promiscuously to be 
barked, 

Another. circumstance in this country merits much-at- 
tention, being no lefs than the idlenefs of many of the 
labourers, from the beginning of February, when the crop 
is gathered in, until the month of August, that the. par- 
tial fhowers of the season enable them to scratch the ground 
with the small unimproved ancient plough. 

_A.. suspension of jabourfor half the year, ori even a 
fhorter space. of time, will occasion want and disease: a- 
mong the lower.clafses in any country ; and here the ex- 
treme wretchednefs that appears in their countenances, 
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marks those termed Parajadi, another cast, and Teidpu, base 
tribe, most conspicuously. 

in the Talinga countries they are called Coolie tribe, 
Pariar tribe ; and im general bear a proportion of one to 
two, or a third of those that labour in the field’ for ‘the 
cultivation of the crop, and seventh of the whole inhabi- 
tants of the country. They are considered hereditary 
slaves to the villages, and their offices, from which they are 
excluded by an uncharitable superstition, to a place called 
the Parcheree, and when troops march through the coun- 
try are forced out to carry the baggage of the*army. 
In the late war, attended with famine and pestilence, these 
men were the first-and greatest sufferers. 

A certain ratio is extorted from the country, whieh is 
more moderate in the pofsefsions of the hoiiourable 
company than elsewhere, amounting to half the whole pro- 
duce; let it be considered, however, that this half i a}- 
ways taken without exception, and the reason will appear 
how no work is begun or carried on, that requirés time 
and apparatus to accomplith,—how most villages are even 
without a garden,—how none of the palms are to be seen, 
the fruit of which are such desirable objects of food that 
they are imported from other countries,—how so little good 
indigo is made here, where the best indigo plantds a 
weed,—how there is no cotton for exportation, although 
the: manufactory of cloth here declines; the sugat boiler 
and collector can never determine who fhould defray the 
expence of copper vefsels to improve his work; and fields 
ef salt are difsolved and wathed away by the rains, because 
government claims a uselefs fhare, and the natives ‘want 
the incitement of a foreign market. # an 

To improve’ and’ extend materials for foréign’ trade, 
without which these establifhments cannot’ long éxist;'e 
certain substantial provision for the labourer fhould ‘first ‘be 














8 memos of Dr ames Anderson. May 9. 
devised, as the drynefs of some seasons does not even af- 
ford a sufficient supply of rice. 

It is therefore necefsary for the villages to be indulged 
in laying out the dry ground near them in inclosures, where 
they might cultivate yams, potatoes, melons, pompions, 
beans, Ge. and fruit trees for their own use without de- 
duction. 

This would enable them to employ the slaves and low- 
er clafses throughout the year, in a healthy and robust 
state, for the culture of the great crop, and advantage of 
the revenue. 

I would recommend that villages be marked out in those 
parts of the Jaguhire that remain unoccupied since the late 
war, where the native pensioners may be permitted to set- 
tle at pleasure, exempt from all taxation, for at least ten 
years to come ; and in the home farms, of like deserted de- 
scription, the Wotters, who do all the heavy work of re- 
moving earth, may be’ permitted to settle with great ad- 
vantage to Madras. 

It gives me much satisfaction to observe the directors 
corresponding on the article of indigo, with men of such 
adequate information as the lords committee of the privy 
council for trade, as publifhed in October last by the ho- 
nourable the governor general, and request you will trans- 
mit the honourable court a small box filled with the white 
covering of insects, mentioned in my last letter, which I 
now find to be the covering of an insect similar to the lac 
insect: described by Mr. Keir of Patna. 


FY 
From the same to ibe same. i 
~ ‘How. Sr awn’ Stas, ani Tpee. 18: 1789. 
‘Tut pédple’f- employ here have at last transplanted 
healthy young trees of the diospyros ebenum, from the 
mountains near Tripati, into the garden at the nopalry; the 
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feverend Mr John of Tranquebar has supplicd‘eugenia jam- 
bos and artocarpus incisa; Mr Steuart at Changata, sante- 
lum album ; Mr Mein at Trichinopoly, some ‘young plants 
of a tree, the bark of which is'a very fine’Kind of cork, as 
well as plants of a tree said to produce a kindof benzoin, and 
santalum album ; and my inquiries have dis¢overed dam- 
mer trees in the neighbourhood of Tripati, the produce Of 
which constitutes a considerable article of the ‘trade be- 
tween the western coast of this peninsula and China. 

On these mountains Dr Koening described the gar- 
denia enneandria, and gardenia gummifera, as two differetit 
species, and the care with which he distinguithed species 
precludes the’ idea he could be mistaken ; they both yield 
a resinous granulated sap, pofsefsing the atoma ‘of the 
dtug called gum elemi, a concrete piece of which I have 
the hononr to transmit you for the inspection of the learn- 
ed in Europe. 

Accompanying this is a specimen of the bow-string flax 
«mentioned in my letter to Dr Berry of the isth w%e- 
mo, which, for the reasons.there stated, I:think an object 
worthy every pofsible attention, and likewise directed to 
the honourable Court of Directors. 

Mr Mason. from’ Kew garden is on his third voyage to 
the Cape of Good. Hope, to. whom, and to colonel Gor- 
don, I intend transmitting copies of my pablications, with 
a view to render the nopairy garden more extensively use-— 
fal ; and as none of our outward bound fhips touch at the 
Cape, the compliment of a letter. from you to that gavern- 
ment, stating the establithment:of-a garden here for the 
culture of foreiga:plants; would. prove-highly serviceable, 
by enabling.these gentlemen to procure conveyance for 
many valuable productions of their wide and upwearied re- 


AV Oe i Bese: si sac vB osen iis tas 








B i) memoirs of Dr Fames Anderson. “May 9. 

Your order to the fhips under dispatch for the receipt 
of a box containing China, Isle of France, and Kew garden 
nopals, four of each to be left at St Helena under the care 
and management of the governor, will be necefsary. 

In your first general letter you may acquaint the ho- 
nourable Court of Directors, that the two Kew garden no- 
pals, sent on the Bridgewater, have multiplied in the course 
of sixteen months to 185 plants, although one of them was 
killed by a sudden fall of rain in July, there being 144 at 
the nopalry, sixteen in my garden, including the original 
plant, which is now five feet high, three in a garden I caused 
to be made near Conjeviram ; three with baron Richel, at 
Ennore ; four with Mr Young at Ongole; two sent to 
Calcutta; four to Mr Roxburgh, at Chamirla Cottah ; four 
to Mr Fleming at Afka; three to major Yvon at the Isle 
of France ; and the four now in readinefs for St Helena, 

: ' Lam, Ge. 


From the same to the same, 
__.. Hoy. sin anv srs, Dee. 29. 1789. 
As it appears by the experiments made at the instance of 

the lords committee of the privy council for trade, that the 
indigo of this country is intrinsically good, notwithstand- 
ing the adulterations praCtised in its preparation, some at- 
tentions of government ate, therefore, wanting to render 
the permifsion of conveyance on board the honourable 
company’s thips of much utility. 

~ “To illustfate’ the propriety of farther attention to the 
éountiy, Theed énly ‘mention the purchase of Pegu timber, 
when Rajamuhdry teak is of a better quality, and in quan- 
tity suffitient for the use of the whole'coast. 

“But the “Rajamundry teak, after-it is purchased; and 
throw inté the Gadavery, #8 taxed by every zemindar in 
your territories bordering on the river, till it arrives at the 
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sea side, in a duty amounting to more than double the 
prime cost. 

It is easy to see that: the company, as well as the coun- 
try, would: be. benefitted by considering what, this duty, 
one year with another, amounts to, that by remitting so 
much in the revenue the wood might pafs free, and prevent 
the lofs of importing it from abroad, 

A mode_ of this kind might be. adopted. for indigo, and 
other articles of foreign export, which are at present use~ 
lefs productions of the country, not only by such impedi- 
ments as I have just mentioned, to the extensive navigation 
of the Gadavery, but likewise the custom-houses on all the 
market roads in every part of the country. 

If it then appears that the company’s pofsefsions do not 
yield enough to supply the market, the Lombardies will 
bring indigo as well as oilseeds from the Mahratta coun- 
tries in exchange for salt. 

In the various expeditions of the Soubah, the Lombar- 
dies are entertained as the carriers of stores; but on the: 
coast they are taxed by every petty zemindar through. 
whose districts they pafs, in a.duty of eleven rupees per 
hundred, for the cattle in their encampment, notwithstand- 
ing your salt farms would be uselefs without them. 

» iam, Gr. 
—— 
From. the same to the same.. 
Hon. sik, AND SIRS, Die. 30. 1789.- 

Tue vegetation at sea of the plants from. Kew garden 
being so small, amounting only to five inches in height, 
and three quarters of an inch in. circumference, the ar- 
riyal of insects, from America must be precarious... . 

It is, therefore, my opinion, they. fhould be first intro- 
duced at St Helena; and for that. purposea dozen nopal: 
plants are.in readinefs, for the care, and culture.of which. it 
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will’ be fecefsaty you ‘fduld write to the government of 
that placé, by the thip Genéral Goddard; now at:anchor in 
the‘ roads, tinder dispatch. 
»T must likewise request your ifsuing orders for that fhip 
to receive the plants on board. Tam, Ge. 
—_—_—_— 
To Dr James Anderson, 3h 
Sir, “Dee: 30. 1789. 
Iam. directed by government to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your several letters under the date 24th ui. and 
Lith, 23d, 29th inst. The small parcels accompanying them 
are to be sent by the General Goddard to the honourable 
the Court of Directors, and an order will be given to thie 
commander to receive the box mentioned by you to be 
left at St Helena. 
It appearing to government that your late letters to them 
contain remarks ow various points which do not seem to 


have any relation to the nopalry, or to fall within the 
line of your department, you are therefore requested to 
confine your observations. to the objects first intended on 
the. establifhmeat of the present nopalry, and the introduc- 
tion of plants. I am, &e. Cuarces. Wurte, Sec. 


From this last it will appear that it was only in 
obedience to the commands of his superiors that 
Mr Hollond gave any countenance to these pursuits. 
Since the abdication, or flight, or what you please to. 
call it, of that géntleman, the administration of Ma- 
dras has been more favourable to the views of our 
patriotic improver. 

‘Since that time, notwithstanding the war, so unfa- 
vourable to’ his views, Dr Anderson prosecutes ‘his 
discoveries’ with unwearied attention. The rearing 
of silk, and the cultivation of indigo, are the objects he 
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thinks most likely to furnifhemployment to the bulk 
of the people; and the progrefs he has made,in the 
silk rearing in so fhort a time, is truly. astonifhing. 
Our limits prevent the insertion of letters that tend 
to establith this fact. I cannot, however, deny my- 
self the pleasure of inserting the following letter on 
the subject of silk rearing in India: 


To the bon. Sir Charles Oakely bart. senior member, and counei/. 
Hon. sis, Apri 18. 1790. 

A necessary attention to the duties of my station in the 
military department, has hitherto prevented any acknow- 
ledgement of your favour, enclosing the extract of a gene- 
ral letter from the honourable Court of Directors, dated the 
1gth of May, 1790; and although a state of war is ever 
precarious, yet the superior discipline of our troops, and the 
{kill of the commanders in maintaining war in the enemy’s 
country, will, I trust, excuse my writing occasionally on 
the arts of peace that may be promoted in this. 

I am pleased with the approval of the honourable court, 
because they will see from my report of Sept. 14. 1789, 
the readinefs in which their nopalry stands to receive the 
best kind of cochineal insects from America, where alone 
they can be found. I therefore hope that no time will 
be lost in sending them here. © 

Some mulberry trees I introduced about twenty yeats 
ago grew so luxuriantly, that I was at pains'to obtain the 
eggs of the silk-worm from Bengal at several different: 
times. The first embarkation could not be hatched, the 
second hatched on the pafsage, but the third, which came, 
in one of the store-fhips in December last, has. siicceeded ; 
and not one of the worms have idied of disease in -this .cli-, 
mate, or till such time as all their evolutions were, accom- 
plithed, 
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‘Wher I tell-youw'that the lady governefs has directed 
a plantation of mulberry trees at the Female Asylum, and 
that several ‘of my friends are now employed in the care 
of silk-worms on different parts of the coast, you will, I 
am sure, think with me, that so favourable an opportunity 
of establifhing a manufacture of public utility, fhould be 
exposed to's little rifk as pofsible ; especially when I like- 
wise afsure you that I have constructed the Piemontese 
feel agreeable to the plan im the French Encyclopedia, 
which has cost the company many thousand pounds for 
defraying the expence of Italian artists sent to Bengal. 

The most authentic accounts I have been’ able to pro- 
cure, state the contracts for silk at Cofsimbuzar, to amount 
yearly to sixty lacks of rupees, which is not half the value 
of 22,000 bales, the former produce of that country 5 in- 
deed I have understood that Tippoo Sultan has lately sup- 
plied the interior parts of the peninsula with silk made:at 
Seringapatnam, yet the demands ever considerable. 

As my views have been uniformly directed to point out 
the means of earning a subsistence at all times to the mean- 
er and lower clafses of the people, of a nature adapted to 
their genius and disposition, it will only be necefsary te. 
Tepresent to you the mode in which this may be effected. 

I therefore recommend that the revenue board be in- 
structed to direct mulberry plantations at every village on 
the coast, which, if D'amnot much mistaken, may be done 
at little or no expence, by means of the collectors and Na- 
towars, or natives, who direct the cultivation. 

The ground for mulberry plantations fhould be a light 
friable soil, capable of being watered in the hot season ; 
and at the same time so high as not to be flooded in the 
wet; such are the bank’ ofall the rivulets onthe coast. 

As the insects can speedily be multiplied?and distributed 
_ whenever mulberry plantations are sufficiently establithed,. 
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I have caused asmany to be planted in my own garden, 
and at the nopalry, as will supply abundance of. cuttings 
for the gardens of all the collectors, from whence they 
may be afterwards distributed amongst the villagers. 

The island of Cofsimbuzar and its neighbourhood, where 
alone silk is made in Bengal, is but a small spot, compa- 
red with the extent of the-coast. In four months of cold 
season neither does the mulberry put forth leaves, nor the 
eggs of the silk-worm hatch, whereas the cold season here. 
is sufficiently warm for both, and the silk I have mode is 
more brilliant than that of Bengal. 

In Europe the worm undergoes but one evolution in ~ 
year, whereas mine are in the third generation since the 
aqth of December last. 

Several gentlemen have brought silk-worms here since I 
shave been in India, which for want of plan, attention, or 
perseverance, have come to nothing; and although the war 


at present is a great hinderance to the full adoption of any 
plan for this purpose, yet from the ease with which it may 
be effected, and that mulberry cuttings, planted before the 
monsoon, will live with little tarther trouble, I am indu- 
ced to hope that ground will be laid out for plantations as 


soon as poisible, I am, Ge. ; 
James Anperson. 


Extract of a letter from the same to the same. 
May 9. 1790. 
As the introduction of silk here must be attended with 
gncrease of all the present branches of revenue, by the. 
consumption of necefsaries depending on a richer popula- 
tion, and nothing promises;so. fair to, repair the ‘waste of 
different Mystrean wars, I think it altogether worthy 
your attention to hold up an exemption from taxes on 


mulberry plantations, or silk reared by the natives. 
J am, &e. 
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“Since the ‘above letters were written, it appears 
' that he had been very rightly informed with regard 
to’the silk manufacture introduced by Tippoo Sultan 
dato his:dominions, which before the irruption of our 
troops ‘into that country, afforded employment to 
many of his people. Since the conquest of Banga- 
lore 'some-of these people who are acquainted with 
the rearing of silk-worms, have been induced to 
become “instructors to those in the Britith settle- 
ments ; and itis probable that in a very few years, 
abundance of silk may be obtained from the penin-' 
sula of India. 

‘Dr James Anderson the beneficent promoter of 
these useful enterprises, was the son of Mr Andrew 
Anderson,.a man of great worth, and much esteem-~ 
ed'by all who knew him, who practised medicine at.a 
village six miles from Edinburgh called Long Her- 
miston. ‘The rudiments of his education were ob- 
tained at a country school in that neighbourhood ; 
andthey were completed at Edinburgh, under the 
tuition of Dr Cullen, and other eminent. profefsors 
of that university. His circumstances in early 
youth were by no means affluent; but his progrefs 
in every branch of science that he studied was re- 
markable. . He was of course particularly noticed by 
all his teachers. He left the university while still very 
young. He went out as a surgeon to an East India 
fhip in the spring of the year 1759. © He-went out 
once more in the year 1761. Soon after his going dut 
this second time, he was appointed physician peneral 
writhe presidency” of ‘Madtas,°where’ he hus tesided 
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constantly since that time. His mother, a woman 
above ninety years of age, of a hale constitution, en- 
joys from him a* comfortable substistence in her 
old age. He seems indeed to value money in 
-no other respect than as it-enables him to be kind 
to these who have occasion for his afsistance. The 
‘writer of this article, who was his companion in 
youth, his school fellow in studies, ‘and his correspon- 
.dent ever since, abstains from any eulogium, which 
could not be well received. To those who know 
him not, the bare truth would appear a violent exag- 
geration; to those who do know him, that which 
would be barely tolerated by others would appear so 
far fhort of truth as to give them great offence. It 
may be with justice said, thatthe natives of India ne~ 
ver met with an European who knew their situation 
so well, or who so cordially applied himself to pro~ 
mote their real interests. It is not impofsible, that, 
‘in future times, the recollection of this man may tend 
to preserve from total execration the Eurgpean 
name in Indi. 


ON THE POLITICAL PROGRESS OF BRITAIN, 
LETTER VI. 


Sr, To the Editor of the Bee. 
To the war with Spain in 1739, there was added 
another against France, which was declared on .the 
3ist of March.1744. I am aow.te give a fhort 
view of the causes and termination of this contest ; 
and I begin by reciting a few miscellaneous. trungac- 
tions, from the accefsion of the house of Brunswick 
to that period. , 
VOL. ix. + 
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‘“* The safety of Hanover, and its aggrandisement, 

‘* were the main objects of the Britifh court *.” On 
this principle it was, that, in 1719, George I. pur- 
chased from the queen of Sweden, and annexed to 
his German dominions, the dutchies of Bremen and 
Verden. The price was a million of rix dollars t; 
that interruption of commerce with Rufsia, and 
those naval expeditions to the Baltic, in defence of 
Sweden, which were specified in my last letter.—On 
the 16th June 1721, the king sent 2 mefsage to the 
House of Commons, importing that he had agreed to 
pay 2 subsidy to Sweden of seventy-two thousand 
pounds, and that he doped they would enable him to 
make good bis engagements. The supply was granted. 
‘In about three weeks after, they were informed that 
the debts of the civil list amounted to five hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds; and that his majesty 
was confident they would impower him to raise that 
sum upon the revenue ; which, after warm opposition, 
wag permitted. On the 8th April 1725, the house re- 
ceived a mefsage of the same kind; upon which 
“* Mr Pulteney exprefsed his surprise, that a debt, 
«* amounting to above five hundred thousand pounds, 
** thould have been contracted in three years : He said he 
‘* did not wonder that some persons fhould be so ea- 


* Guthrievedit. xi. page 518. 

+ Vide Smollet’s history. . At three fhillingssand sixpence per tix dol- 
Jar, this sum amounts to one hundred and seventy-five thousand , pounds ; 
and at four fhillings and sixpence, to two hundred and twenty-five thau-’ 
sind pounds. Mr Paine (Rights of Man} part ii: pi'sr7.) states the mo- 
ney at-two hundred and fifty thousand pounds, and adds what cannot be 
doubted, that the purchase was made with the savings of the civil dist. 





17926. political progrefs of Britain. 19 
“« ger to make good the deficiences of the civil list, 
“ since they and their friends enjoyed such a foare of 
‘‘ that revenue; and he desired to know, whether 
“* this was all that was due, or whether they fhould 
“* expect another reckoning ?”* Leave was granted 
to raise any sum mot excceeding a million. In 1726, his 
majesty entered into an agreement with the king of 
Sweden. He was to pay that monarch fifty thousand 
pounds per annum for three years, and the Swede 
was to keep in readinefs ten thousand men for the 
service of England. The landgrave of Heise Caf- 
sel was engaged to provide twelve thousand men. He 
received seventy-four thousand pounds in hand, and 
was to have fifty thousand pounds more if his troops 
were wanted. In1727 his majesty obtained an un- 
limited vote of credit for such sums as he fhould 
think necefsary to employ in securing the trade of 
England, and restoring the peace of Europe. He died 
soon after, and we must agree with Dr Smollet “ that 
“‘ at the accefsion of George m1. the nation had 
‘* great reason to with for am alteration of measures ;” 
but unhappily, as he soon after observes, “ the system 
** of politics which the late king had establifbed, under- 
‘“* went wo sort of alteration.” An hundred thousand 
pounds were immediately added to the civil list. 
Mr Shippen opposed this measure in an ableharangue, 
and the money was voted by Walpole’s mercenaries 
without areply. On amefsage from the king’ they 
settled an hundred thousand pounds a-jear as ‘a pro- 
Vision for the queen, in. case fhe surviyed her hus- 


* Smollet’s hiscery. 
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band. “Her'death*in 1737, preserved ithe alagion 
from such-a stupenduous burden:' 

In January 1728, ‘*the House of Commons granted 
““ two hundred and thirty thousand, nine hundred and‘ 
“ twenty-three pounds for the: maintenance of twelve 
** thousand Hefsian troops; a subsidy of fifty thousand. 
“* pounds to the king of Sweden; and twenty-five 
“* thousand pounds to the duke of Wolfenbuttle *.” 
Two hundred and fifty thousand pounds had. been. 
charged for securing the trade of England, and re-~ 
storing the peace of Europe, which by the way was 
not restored, conform to. the vote of credit in the 
the preceding sefsion. The house were honest enough. 
to solicit the king for a. particular and. distinct ac- 
count of the distribution of this sum,. which his ma- 
jesty refused, as it had been employed, he affirmed, by 
his father and himself in services which reguired the . 
greatest secresyt. A hort time after, in, examining, 
the public accounts laid before the house, it was dis- 
covered, ‘“* that an article of three hundred thousand 
“ pounds, relating to the duty upon wrought.plate,. 
“+ was totally omitted.” As usual, a violeny debate 
“ensued, and the frand was rectified... Another unli- 
‘mited vote of credit was pafsed ; five hundred thousand 
pounds were granted for the payment of \seamen’s 
‘wages ; end the sefsion difsolved'on 28th May,1728. 

The house again met in January following, and an 
hundred and‘ffteen thousand pounds were-voted, to. 
tidke up’a freth deficiency in the civil list... Every 
“ tran$attion ‘Uf this kind cost:an obstinate battle, Our 


*% Smollet’s histery. +, Ibid. T Thies 


4 
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ancestors had ‘sense enough to see what, they were 
about, and where they were, driving ;;>but.dehates 
were become a mere farce, .Gorruption,;had reached 
its zenith, and then, 2s sow, even. the, .deformity. of 
public measures vanifhed in an abyf{s of personal,in- 
famy. In 1729, an effort was made to rid, this coun- 
try of “the maintenance of the twelve thousand, Hef 
** sians.” But the ministerial band bore dowa all.op- 
position. Frequent remonstrances were made, but, te 
no purpose, against the. subsidies continued to Heise 
Gafsel, and Wolfenbuttle. In 1731, lord Bathurst 
moved for an.addrefs to his majesty, requesting him. 
to discharge the Hefsians. The motion was rejected. 
It'is not wonderful to hear that five members were 
at this time expelled the House of Commons for 
breach of trust, but-it is quite inconceivable. what 
crime could be considered as: base enough. to de- 
gtade them beneath a seat in sueh an afsembly. .Du- 
ring the reign of Walpole the history of England 
wilknot bear a reading. There is nothing but a dull, 
uniform, and disgusting scene of treachery. 

‘© Walpole,” says the king of Prufsia, “ had cap- 
“ tivated his majesty by the savings which he made 
“out: of the civil list, from which GEORGE, filled 
“bis Hanoverian treasury *! What .a beautiful 
system’ of government! In 1733, Walpole, pro-. 
ceeded: to @ step worse perhaps than any, whieh he 
had° attempted before.. He broke in upon the sink 
ing fund,—a resource solemnly appropriated, by par- 
liament ‘to the discharge. of the national, debt; b= 


* History of. my own times chap. ii, : 
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abstracted five hundred thousand pounds, and the 
practice having once begun, -this fund was, in 1736, 
anticipated and mortgaged *. Admitting, as we must, 
that government was divested of all sense of prin- 
ciple and of {hame; yet, as the nation was at peace, 
and/taxéed to the utmost stretch, it is an object of 
surprise what could have become of such immense 
sums'of money? and by what means a man of sense 
and abilities, like Walpole, fhould have been reduced 
to such detestable and desperate expedients? His 
scheme of an excise on tobacco, as far as | compre- 
hend it, was far lefs opprefsive than that introduced 
so much to the satisfaction of all parties by the 
minister of the present day. His motion was 
forced through the House of Commons, which was in- 
stantly blockaded by the citizens of London. The 
partizans of the minister were leaded with insults, 
and Walpole himself was burnt in effigy. He. fore- 
saw that his life was in danger, as the nation had 
not, then sunk into its present stupidity. The 
plan was therefore laid aside, and five hundred thou- 
sand pounds were obtained by the notable resource 
of a lottery. On the marriage at this time of the 
princefs toyal with the prince of Orange, the received 
eighty thousand pounds, and an annuity of five thou. 
sand pounds for life... There was a ternible: debate 
about).repealing the septennial act: In which Sir 
William; Wyndham, in a very remarkable speech, 
quoted verbatim, by Smollet, drew the character of 
his majesty:as. a prince. “ uninformed, ignorant,. un. 


* Guthrie’s grammar p. 298. 
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‘+ ‘acquainted with the inclinations and true interest 
‘© of his people; weak, capricious,’ transported with 
‘+ -ynbounded ambition, and INSATIABLE “AVARICE.”’ 
Though we were still at peace, twelve hundred thou- 
sand pounds were borrowed from the sinking fund 
for the service of the current year. A subsidy of 
fifty-six thousand two hundred and fifty pounds 
was, not long after, voted to the king of Denmark, 
and another million stering abstracted from the sink- 
ing fund. 

In February 1735, the accounts of the navy were 
laid before the parliament. One article may serve 
as a specimen of the rest. About two hundred. and 
fifty thousand pounds were exacted, not for building 
of fhips, but for the pretended building of douses for 
the commifsioners and other officers of admiralty *. 
‘Walpole had not even paid parliament the previous 
compliment of consulting them. In 1736, a million 
was again borrowed from the sinking fund, and’ still 
in the midst of a profound peace. It is’ natural 
enough that the word Walpole has become synony- 
mous to bribery. Pulteney, and some of the oppo- 
sition, were but little better. They wanted the mi- 
nister to settle an hundred thousand pounds a-year 
on the prince of Wales. It had been fixed at about half 
that sum; and this revenue was; it seems, unequal 
to his necefsities. Though a temperate and moderate 
man, he died bankrupt, and-his debts are at this day 
unpaid. For the dischatge of them by: his family 


would have been only an act of justice, nota political 
job. 


* Beatson’s Naval Memoirs, vol. i. page 25. 
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In Angust 1739, Britain entered into a treaty 
with the landgrave of Hefse for four years. We 
were to pay him two hundred and fifty thousand 
crowns fer annum, and to be supplied with six thou- 
sand mien. 

On the 20th October 1740, died our once projected 
izing of Spain, the emperor Charles vr. - He was suc- 
ceeded by his daughter Maria Theresa. George 11. 
‘by one of his éndlefs treaties, had engaged to defend 
her dominions, if attacked, with an army of twelve 
thousand men. In April 1741, he informed the 
House of ‘Peers, that he had ordered the subsidy 
troops of Denmark and Hefse Cafsel, to be ready to 
march to her afsistance. Sir Robert Walpole moved, 
that an aid of two hundred thousand pounds thould 
‘be granted to her. Mr Shippen protested against 
any such interposition in the affairs of Germany. 
He remarked, “‘ that had such a connection been 
‘ foreseen, it might for ever have precluded from 
“* the succefsion that i//ustrions family to whom the 
““ nation were indebted for such nuniberle/s blefsings, 
‘** such continued felicity!” The two hundred thou- 
sand pounds were voted*, and three hundred thou- 
sand pounds additional, to enable his majesty effec- 
tually to support the queen of Hungary. Another 
million was borrowed from the sinking fund. 

Since the accefsion of the House of Brunswick, 
‘they had entered into at least some hundreds of se- 
parate treaties with almost .every different’ pritice 


-@ Smollet, fram whom I am abridging, a few pages after states this sum 
at three hundred thousand pounds. And Beatson says that in April 1741, 
two hundred thous1nd pounds were granted to his majesty for a setret expe- 
dition. Naval memoirs-vol. 1. pe 76. 
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and state in Christendom, By one of these transac- 
tions, concluded about-this time, Frederick tells. us, 
** that the kings of Poland and England had formed 
“< an offensive alliance, by which they dividéd the 
‘+; Prufsian provinces. Their imagination. fattened 
** on that prey ; and while they declaimed against 
*¢ the ambition ofa young prince, they were already 
* enjoying his spoils*.” Had their most sacred 
aajesties been able to read Shakespeare, one might 
have suspected that Falstaff was their favourite hero. 
“* Now,” says the knight, ** hall I see the bottom 
« of Justice Shallow. If the young dace be a bait 
** for the old pike, I see no reason in the law of na- 
** ture but J may snap at bim.” But the dominions of 
Frederick were not to be partitioned by such adver- 
saries as George or Augustus. In 1742 when Wal- 
pole found himself.in a minority, a mefsage was sent 
to the prince of Wales, importing, that if he and his 
party would make proper advances, fifty thousand 
pounds per annum fhould be added to his revenue, and 
two hundred thousand pounds fhould be disbursed fe, 
pay his debts. It is needlefs to expatiate on such a 
proposal. It was rejected; and even the friends of 
the prince, when they mounted the saddle, seem to 
have been afhamed of attempting so profligate a pro- 
ject; for in. March 1751, at the distance of mine 
years, they suffered his royal highnefs to die insol- 
went.. Walpole was driven from his post, and a com- 
mittee were appointed. to inquire into his conduct. 
It appeared, ** that, during the last ten years, he had 
* touched for secret service, orto: anilléon Gene: lean 


? Hiaiory of my owe tirics, chap. ii. 
“VOL. ix. a 
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** dred and fifty-three thousand four hundred pounds 
»**,of the: public money *.”” Of this sum more than 
fifty thousand pounds had been. paid to scribblers m 
defence of his ministry, A crowd. of scandalous and 
pitiful circumstances were discovered, though the 
inquiry was stifled in the bud. Walpole used to 
boast that every man bad bis price, and he frankly 
profefsed the most sovereign contempt for every 
- pretence of honesty or public spirit, Such was the 
master who, with absolute authority, governed the 
freemen of England for twenty years... Yet he had 
‘three excellent qualities,—he.pofsefsed much good 
nature, despised personal revenge, and detested war. 
‘Parliamentary bribery was very bad; but military 
butchery was a thousand times worse. He therefore 
differed from his succefsors in office, as a pickpocket 
differs from an -afsafsin. One of the first acts of par- 
liament, after his resignation, was to provide for the 
subsidies to Denmark, and Hefse Cafsel; and five © 
hundred thousand pounds for the queen of Hungary. 
The supplies of the year amounted to near six mik 
lipns sterling, of-which more than one half was bor- 
rowed from the sinking fund, or the bank of Eng- 
land, Thus did the nation “lavith her blood and 
-* treasure, in supporting the interest and allies of 
** a puny electorate, in the north of Germanyt !” We 
now see one good reason why the French and Spa- 
nith privateers, took three thousand two hundred 
and thirty-eight Britith vefsels. The money which 
ought to have been expended in squadrons for their 
protection, was bestowed on those enemies of man- 
kind, the despots of Germany. Charity begins at 


* Smollet. + Sthollet. 
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home, says the proverb, and when your ‘own house 
is on fire, you will hardly be persuaded to run a mile 
to extinguifh the flames of another. Such 2 history 
affords about as much entertainment and satisfaction 
as the chronicle of Tyburn. The balance both of 
virtues and abilities turns perhaps in favour of the 
triple tree. What is the guilt of a simple footpad 
to that of a tyrant, who wantonly drives whole em- 
pires into an ocean of blood? The Britifh cabinet 
may be considered as 2 kind of voleano in the moral 
world, spreading destruction in the proportion of an 
Alps to a mole hill beyond the petty ravages of Etna, 
or Vesuvius. 


Laurencekirk, Timotuy THUNDERPROOF, 
April 16. 1792. 


ANECDOTE: 


Iy the year 1777, two soldiers took a fancy to go 
hear a sermon; the orator. was Mr Murray, well 
known, for his doctrine of universal salvation. In 
the afternoon of the same day, another preacher ex. 
hibited; but his doctrine was diametrically the re- 
verse of what they had heard in the morning. 

‘* Tom,” said: one of them, **do you hear how 
differently these folks preach? Which of them.do 
_ youintend to believe?” ‘* J’ll be d——<n’d,” says 
Tom, * if I believe either of ’em yet a while, tw 
I see it come out in general orders.” 
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> POETRY. 


T LL ME HOW FOK TO WOO... 
A Scots song never before publifoed. 
For the Bee. 


“Oreit me my bonny young lafsies 
“< O ‘ell me how fpr to woo! 
¢ O tell me bonny sweet lafsie, 
*€ O tell me how for to woo! 
* Say man I roose your cheeks like the morning, 
* Lips like the rose’ frefh moisten’d wi” dew! 
““@ Say man I roose your een’s. pawky scorning, 
*« O tell me how for to woo. 


*¢ Far hae I wander’d to sce thee, dear laftie! 
*¢ Far hae I ventur’d acrofs the sa’t sea ; 
@ Far hae I travell’d o'er muirland and mquntaing, 
*< Houselefs and weary lay cauld on the lea! 
 Ne’er hae I tried yet to mak love to ony» 
«¢ For ne'er loe’d I qny till ance Lloe’d you; 
& Now we're our lane in the greenwood.sae bonnys. 
*¢ Q tell me how for to woo!” 


¢ What care I for your wand’ring, young laddie, 
¢ What care I for your crofsing the:sea? 
© It was nde for naething ye left poor young Peggy,—~ 
© It was for my TOCHER ye came to court me. 
*Say, hae ye gowd to bufk me ay gawdy, 
* Ribbans, and pearlins, and breastknots encw ? 
« A housé that is canty, wi’ wa/th in’t, my laddie!’ 
* Without this ye never need try for to-woo.” 


& ¥ hae-na gowd to. bufk ye ay gawdy; 
‘6 Pcanna’ buy ribbans and pearlins enew; 
‘# I’ve naething to brag e’ a house or 0” plenty, 
*€ I’ve little to gi’ but a beart that istrae. 
*B* ¥ came na for tocber,—I ne’er heard 0” ony, 
“ T fevér loe’d Peggy,—nor e’er brakk my vow} 
€€]*ve wander’d, poor fool! for a face fause as bonny 5; 
J little thought this was the way for to woel” 


* Hae na ye roos’d my cheeks like the morning? 
©Hae ria ye 1008’d my cherry red mou? % 
* Hae na. ye,come.o’er sea, muir, 2nd mountain ? 
€ What mair Johnny need ye to woo? 
‘ Far hae ye wander’d, I. ken, my dear laddie ! 
* Now.ye hae found me, ye’ve nae cause to rye; ® 
© Wi health we'll hae*plefty,—-P'll never gang gaway 5 
“I ne'er with’d fos maic than a beart that is trey 





poetry. 
She hid her fair face in her true lover's bosom ;. 
The saft tear o” transport fill’d ilk lover's ee 5 
‘The burnie ran sweet by their side as they @abbed, - 
Ang sweet sang the mavis aboon on the tree. 

He clasp'd her, he prest her, he ca’d her his honey! 
And afien he tasted her bonny sweet meu! 

And aye "tween ilk smack fhe sigh’d to her Johnny, 
© O laddie! weel can ye woo!” 


ee 


DELL’ ABATE ENRICO TOURNER 
FRA GL! Arcapi pt RomaFititto Lipareo. 


OCCHI AZZURBI DIFESI. Anacréontica *. 


Occur cerulei Allor che placide 
Vaghe pupille, Nettuno appare 
Occhietti languidi Sovra Je tremule 
Luci tranquille, Onde del mare ; 
Che di Calliroe Hi mar ceruleo 
Splendete in fronte, L’ onde tranquille 
Qual gli astri splendone Le vostre imitano 
Su lorizo nte; Vaghe pupille. 
Se fia che insipidi La bella Doride 
Alcan viappelli Le Dee marine 
Occhi cerulei Anch’ efse vantano 
Occhietti belli, Luci azzurrine, 
I vostri teneri E ardenti Seoccano 
Sguardi amorosi Da le pupille 
Per lui si facciano Dardi che accendone 
Torvi, e sdegnosi, Di lor faville 
E da la gemina I Dei che scorrono 
Splendente face A cento, a cento 
Veggendo sorgere L’ onde del liquido 
E guerra, e pace; Vasto-elemento. 
Quanto sfavillano Tu pur, Calliroe, 
Ei dica poi Dai languid’ ocché 
L’ ardenti, é vivide D’ amor le fervide 
Scintille in voi. Saette scocchi, 
Se prima a I’ etere E le cerulee 
Un guardo ei gira, Pupille vaghe 
Quindi, 0 Callirce, Ne l’alma imprimono 
Tue luci mira, Profonde piaghe. 
Vedra che ugualiano E pur insipidi 
Nel lor colore Fia chi v’ appelli 
Le lievi, ¢ splendide Occhi cerulei, 
Vesti de lore. Occhietti belli? 


* Anacreontic by Abbé Tourner, of tbe Society of Arcadia in Rome, and teacher 
of languages in Edinburgh. 

In a fort time the Edi tort aeane ike bare by the same band with an 
account of the Society f de b bas rt Ane e il revolution in 
the taste for erature in Tee 





Giusto é che i teneri 
Sguardi amorosi. 
Per lui si facciano 
+ “Borvi, ¢ sdegnosi. 
La casta Pallade 
La saggia Dea 
Gli occhi cerulei 
Anch” efsa avea; 
E pur la ferono 
I numi in terra 
Maestra, ed arbitra 
Di pace, e guerra 5 
E il crin or cingesi 
D’ oliva amica, 
Or tratta intrepida 
Asta e lorica : 
“Og alme nobili 
De’ dotti’ accende, 


May ga 
Armata d’ Egida 


Nel campo or scende 5 
E pur insipidi 
Fia chi v’appelli 
Occhi cerulei 
Occhietti belli? 
Sai tu, o Calliroe, 
Cid che farai, 
Se alcuno insipidi 
Chiama i tuoi rai ? 
Invola a Pallade 
E impugna ardita 
L’orribil Egida 
Angui-crinita ; 
E allor che mormora 
GP iniqui accent 
Farai che mutola 
Safso diventi. 


A good translation is requested. 


————e=SlTlw_C—S—_S 


TO LOVE AND CHARITY. 


From regions of immortal blifs above, 
Impart thy genial emanations, Love! 
And when Faith and Hope fhall fade, 
When heaven's portals are display’d, 
When, with transports vast and new, 
Things ineffable we view 
Then (religion’s source and aim) 
Charity thal! fan the flame; 
Love divine fhall be our theme, 
_ Love—eternal and supreme ! 
This—this alone our constant heav’n fhall prove, 
The God of heav’n in everlasting love! 


LSSSSS————EEEEEOEEEOEE 


AN EPIGRAM 


Said to be written by the unfortunate G. Barrington, on the Duke of Richmond 
baving inscribed bis family vault with the title of poMUS ULTIMAs+ 


D:p he who thus inscrib’d-this wall, 
Not read‘ or not believe saint Paul’? 
Who says there is; where’er it stands, 
Another house not made with hands. 

* “Or shall we gather ftom these words, 
That house is not a House of Lords? 
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INTELLIGENCE RESPECTING ARTS AND LITERATURE IN 

DEMABS. 
Wane so many other potentates are disturbing the peace 
of nations by war and intrigues, the prince of Denmark, 
(who has for some years past taken the lead in the busi- 
nefs of the cabinet,) is continually occupied in promoting 
domestic improvements and encouraging literary pur- 
suits. 

This prince had no sooner taken his seat at the council- 
board, in the year 1784, than he bestowed a particular 
attention to the lower clafses of the people, and has been 
ever since eager to redrefs those grievances which the weak 
in every country are too much subjected to by the influ- 
ence of the powerful. He was very soon’sensible of the in- 
estimable benefits that in this respect may be derived from 
the liberty of the prefs, and has therefore taken care that no 
severe restraints thould be put upon that, the only sure cor- 
rector of abuses. The nobles, who felt their power in 
danger of being curtailed by that means, did not fail to en- 
deavour to persuade him to put the prefs under restraints, 
and artfully insinuated that the character of his highnefs 
had been treated with too much freedom in certain pamph- 
lets ; but instead of being irritated at this, as they expected, 
he calmly replied, that he was sorry that any thing in his 
behaviour fhould have given occasion for animadversion ; 
though if it had, he thought himself more obliged to 
those who pointed it out to his notice than to those 
who endeavoured to prevent him from observing and 
correcting his errors. If the strictures. were. just, they 
would thus prove beneficial to him, if they were ground- 
lefs they would soom‘be disregarded. . He therefore left no 
ether corrector of the prefs but the jucges-of the land, 
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who were sufficient erent aapeecies tony 
ampoxtant privilege*. - ee yi 2S 
fe royal highnefs is. a warm paatiareal Sedinnsi, 
and the coust of .Denmark-has- done more within a few 
‘years past than amy other perhaps in Europe, if the reve- 
anues of the crown.be taken into the accounty . There is at 
Copenhagen a Royal Society,on the same plan with that 
of London, for promoting general literature ; but there are 
two others there equally important, whose objects being 
more circumscribed, are perhaps productive of still greater 
benefits to the community ; one of those is for illustrating 
the Scandinavian history, and the other for the promotion of 
_Acelandic literature. 
«At isa curious trait in the literary history 6f Europe, that 
for'many ages; while the more benign parts‘of Europe 
-were. involved -in the darkest ignorance, polite literature 
was cultivated to an eminent degree in Iceland. This is 
mot a conjectural afsertion, destitute of proof, like what has 
been often repeated concerning the great learning of the 
ancient Irifh sennachies, and the civilized manners’of the 
monks of Jona ; for there are-still extant many: sagas or his- 
tories, written in the Icelandic language, some of which, 
under the auspices of the prince-of Denmark, have lately 
‘been publithed in an elegant quarto form, by the care of 
M. de Schum; ‘with the Icelandic text on the “one page, 
and a. Latin translation of it on the other. Eight volumes 
of these histories have already reached this country, and 
othe work goes-forward till the whole thall be publithed. 
‘What an example for the other potentates of Europe ! 
The prince of Denmark is a spitited young ian, and 
sherefoen de not inattentive to the army, whose discipline 


sa” Hear home notwithstanding what my ingenious correspondent 
tes, that some restraints haye been of late laid upon the prefs 5 
Sel er & from discufsing political questions withas much 
freedom a: in some other places. Edit. 
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the is extremely careful to preserve. But féither litera- 
ture nor military parade attract his attention so muth as 
to make him: neglect the more important concerns of agri- 
culture, manufactures, and trade, the only true sources. of 
national prosperity. In:these his laudable pursuits te has 
,peen supported by some of the principal men in the king- 
dom, who have’had sense enough to perceive that their 
own prosperity depended on the welfare of the people un- 
der them, and-spirit enough te promote that welfare, ia 
spite of these bars that avarice and ignorance have thrown 
in their way. The peasants of Denmark, like those of most 
_of the northern countries of Europe, were like, till very late- 
ly, a sort of vegetative production of the soil, from which 
they could on’ no account be removed without the permif- 
sion of their lord. Some enlightened spirits there, how- 
ever, perceiving the indolence that this Kind of slavery 
produced among the people, and. sensible of many otlier 
evils originating from the same source, were desirous of 
restoring the people to those tights which alone could 
vender them active and useful citizens tothe staté, atid 
therefore resolved to emancipate their own pedple, to 
serve ag an example to others. Count Bernstorff, prime 
sainister-of Denmark, had the honour of taking the lead in 
this generous and patriotic entetprisé. He, and count 
Christian Ditlef Reventlow, afsisted by Mr Christian Col- 
-biornsen, the attorney-general, have at length effected that 
glorious enterprise, though riot without great difficulty. 
But the struggle is now over, and a foundation is thus laid 
for the prosperity.of Denmark, the fruits of which will be 
enjoyed by future ages. 

- The.miadsof the peuplein Deaniaiitis were nearly'as much 
agitated by the prospect of thisemancipation, as are those of 
the proprietors of our West India islands at’ present by the 
‘prospect of the propoted abolition of thé slave trade. _ The 


you. ix. E 
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vil appeared to be of such magnitude, that a great body of the 
nobility ehtered into ‘a combination to oppose this dange- 
rous' reform, Which’ they conceived affected their interest 
and privileges in so éeMinent a degree. An action was 
brought by these noblemen against Mr Colbiornsen before 
thehigh court of chancery, on account of his proceed 
ings and advice relative to the abolition of this species of 
feudal tyranny. ‘The matter was fully investigated, and af- 
ter hearing parties at great length, it was proved, to the sa- 
tisfaction of the court, that the interest of the nation re- 
guired the emancipation of the peasants: A decree was 
therefore ifsued, by which the rights of the peasants are 
now fully recognised, and their protectors honourably ac- 
quitted. By this decree every landhelder or proprietor of 
land is strictly required to accept of a fixed sum as a com- 
mutation for all the feudal services. These services were 
before unsettled, uncertain, and arbitrary, they are now to 
be commuted into money, and so fixed as to prevent all 
further dispute between the parties. Thus is a founda- 
tion laid in Denmark for a freedom similar to that which 
we have long enjoyed in Britain, and which has thrown 
an energy into all our enterprises that is scarcely, to be 
found in any other nation. As Poland has adopted the 
same general system, it. is to be hoped that Europe in a few 
years will rise to a still greater degree of eminence than 
has hitherto been known on the globe. 

~ The views of the prince of Denmark, and his worthy 
counsellors, have not been confined to. those objects only 
that are just now enumerated; not only do they lay before. 
the public the literary treasures of their country, that have 
been locked up in’ their ‘archives for so many’ ages,—not 
only do they, by emancipating the peasants, give energy to 
their bodily exertions, and by the liberty of the prefs allow. 
their minds to exert, their utmost. power with Satan 
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they have also broken down those barriers, to. trade, which 
a spirit of monopoly, had reared up with a view. toopprefs 
one half the natives of these dominions, The, trade, to 
Finmark and Iceland has been, for many years past, ‘like 
our trade to the East Indies, monopolised by a gor 
pany of merchants, who had the sole and exclusive _privi~ 
lege of supplying the wants of these people, and ‘of purcha- 
sing the commodities they had to sell, The consequence 
has been, that the people of those countries have. thus been 
deprefsed to an astonifhing degree, their industry reprefsed, 

and of course their population greatly diminifhed, The royal 
revenue from these regions was almost annihilated ; and 
though some of the servants of the company picked up a 
comfortable subsistence, the company itself has from time 
to time become bankrupt, as ever happens to companies of 
this sort. The enlightened ministers above named, per- 
ceived these evils, and marked the mischievous cons¢quen- 


ces that must result to the nation at large from a longer 
continuance of this absurd system of management, This 
destructive monopoly of trade, has therefore been aboli- 
thed, and it is now open on the terms specified in the note 
below *. The trade to Iceland was laid open at thesame 


* 1, Persons of every persuasion establifhed on the tenete of the Chri- 
tran religion, fhall have a right to settle in Finmark, and. enjoy perfect ji- 
berty of worthip. 

2. Every inhabitant, of whatever sect of the christian religion he-be, 
thall have a right to buy lands, to whatever extent he pleases. 

3: Every citizen fhall be exempted from all takes and duties payable to 
government, during the term of twenty years. , 

>4« The new settler thall moreover ibe free from the duty of } per cent. 
payable on capitals laid out an interest, and the use of stamps, : , | rd 

5. The town establithed in Finmark, and. its inhabitants, thall,: for 
the space of twenty years, be éxempted from all customs and ¢xcise, spj- 
ritudtis liquors only excepted, which fhall pay one thifting per | gallon, ang, 
collected by the custom-house oditers, thal! Bei appropriated’ to the public 
benefit of the new settlements. 

6. In the same manner, the export of home productions is free during 
the course of twenty years. 
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time, and , put-under: similar regulations, ~The effeets of 
this .mewx#egulation are well exprefsed. in the followmg 
extraet.of-a! hetter froma gentleman i Copenhagen whe, 
takes anear, interest in the »prosperity of Iceland. ; - 


7." Upon the same principles goods, and.cargoes of every description, 
imported “from ‘foreign parts, in order to be again exported, thall be fre® 
from ‘duty, notwithstanding they have been imported in- foreign bottoms: 

8. The ground which is necefsary for the establifhment of a new town 
fhall be purchased at the public expence, in case it be private praperty ; 
but if it belong to the crown, it fhall‘be given gratis, to the new settlers. 
In both cases an exact survey and a legal conveyance fhall be made. 

9.. The new settlers are moreover entitled to the support of government 
with regard to building materials. 

10. The grounds which have been surveyed, and convéyed to.a new 
settler, fhail be his sacsed property for ever, unlefs.it be not occupied 
with a “Building belonging to him in the space of two years next fol- 
lowing ; under that circumstance the ground returns to the crown, and 
may be given to another, 

13. Every person, whether native: or foreigner, applying to the grand bai- 
liff ‘of the country, fhall ‘feceive gratis, a certificate of being received a 
citizen, after having taken the oath of allegiance. 

12. A foreigner who thus settles in one of the new towns, fhall imme- 
dialély enjoy the same rights and privileges which belong to a native of Fin- 
mark, and after the end of six years next following, he and his posterity 
fhatl bé'torsidered as entitled tdé.all the rights which belong toa native 
of ¢ither kingdom. 

¥3. Every ‘new settler has liberty and right to leave the country wheh- 
ever he pleases without paying any fine; and without respect to the dry 0 
or thortnefs 6f his residence in the country. 

14 A new settler may make useof any trade he chooses, without a li- 
cence, except that of distilling spirituous liquors, and keeping a public, 
house, for in both. these Gases. an application.must be. made to'the grand. 
bailiff. 

© ‘yi. Handicrafts, whether natives or foreigners, will be encourigeds in: 

: the nuoat elfectaph manner, by the chamber of finance. 


aiid bas inefs as taster, and his LghtailiZens having served their time, thall 
enjoy ail the’ privileg’s’ which bélong to ‘the ‘fame. trade. in that town, 
‘wherein bs may sestle. at.a fucure, period. 


‘ 
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<< Phe-tradé of Iceland isnow very brifkjowe only want 
new ‘settlers, enlarged with ideas” unknown to’ a>barbarous ' 
people.» I say barbarous, for so these Icelanders are: at - 
present, relative to every knowledge useful: to ‘senciety. 
Psalms, hymns, prayers, sermons, are no. where found in 2 
greater plenty thap in Iceland ; and yet the people grow 
nota bit the wiser. How? the trade brifk,;-and the 
people ignorant and wretched! As if the golden gifts of 


17. It is exprefsly enacted, that no corporation hall be permitted to take 
place in any of these new settlements. 

18, A new settler or citizen fhall receive an annual premium_of one rix 
dollar, or four fhillings per ton, on every vefsel his.property, laid. up in 
any of the Finmark harbours during the winter. 

19 Every citizen, being enrolled as amerchant, fhall have liberty, equal 
with any other merchant in the king’s. dominions, to. use his trade bath, 
with the natives or foreigners, whether they are Swedes or Rufsians, 

20. All imports and exports. to and from Finmark, fhall go through» 
the new towns, ' 

21.-Those citizens,who are retail traders fhall bave liberty to order 
their commodities from whatever place they may. please in the king's domi- 
nions, 

22. Citizens only fhall have liberty to ef foreign gouds4n their mar-- 
Kets, 

23.. Those of the citizens who engage in the-fihheries, hall enjoy the 
same privileges which have been granted to the: othér citizens of. the twe 
kingdoms, and they fhall be entitled to-a premium of fifteen: rix dollars, 
or L..3, per.ton, for every fhip not exceeding five hundred and ninety tons, 
they may fit out for the whale fihery under Spitzbergen, and. the parts 
adjacent. 

24. The same laws.of excharge which are prescribed in the Norwegian. 
dode of Jaw, shall be observed.in Finmark, 

25. The-government is lodged in the hands of the grand bailiff of Fin. 
mark, who besides.fhall have.the power of. deciding all matters selating. to 


the customs. 
26, But justice-thall be administered within the new settlements, by the 


justice of peace residing in the town of Hammersfelt, till the. said new 
settlement can. arrive at such a degree of maturity as may | enable, th hem to 
appoint their own magistrate. aioe 
‘29. And then fhall the community "dbtain their own ‘seal, “he having 
made an application to his. majesty for that purpase. 





—-—-—--—— 


fuels \ A 


on hteraturein Denmark, , May g- 
Meréary: ‘did not ‘spread blefsings every where I, beg 
your pardon for a “paradox borrowed from, the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, and 1 many others. However, : the. diffe- 
reniée is very great between the Esquimaux and my coun- 
ttymen, The first are savages from time immemorial, but 
the latter have the honour, if honour it can be. called, ta 
have fallen from the most civilized state of society, and 
be reduced to the most abject abyfs of ignorance and 
wretched pride. For amidst all their feelings and. senti- 
ments of poverty, they find.an ample consolation in their. 
noble pedigrees, and antiquity of their forgotten origin ; 
and so continue to lead a life indolent, and industricusly 
idle. “ Would to heaven that the pious labours. of the, 
ptince royal, and his friends, the counts Bernstorff, Revent- 
low, Mr Colbiornsen, and his excellency the privy coun- 
sellor Bulow, may never suffer the least abatement in 
their vigour, but continue firm and intrepid ! 1 with Ice- 


land may get some new colonies from Scotland.;.,they 

will live well Iam sure in a country where land sells al- 

most for nothing, and the provisions are exceedingly cheap. 

They would be kindly received by the natives as their. 
countrymen, for the Icelanders pride themselves on being 

descended from the ancient Scots, and they still preserve 

some of the arts that are lost in Britain* . 


* The sira of the Icelanders is'certainly the very same thing with the 
éianda ef Buchanan, which he thus describes, Hb. 1.'¢: 74. — ~Srraim lactis 
aliquot annos servatum im conviviis etiam avide bibunt. Id poticnis genus 
blandium appellant. Major pars aqua. sitim sedat., This is evidently the 
sira, of which our Icelanders are now so very. fond, a particular description 
of which follows : 

Recairr TO MAKE SrrA, AN ICELANDIC DISH. 


Rup milk, prefs.the curd slightly, and'vun off the whey.’ Put the curd 


in a barrel stopped up, and now and then let out the air After eighteen 


months keeping, itis fit.for use., A few spoonfuls of it, at a ora, are 
to be mixed with common, milk. of whey. 

In Icelend, whey is’als> put in cafks, where it is suffered to ferment, 
anc is drank after being six months barrelled. 
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Being thus sure of a kind reception, what riches 
coiild they not obtain, by prudent management, from the 
unbounded ‘fiflieries round the island; from the salmor 
fifheries, which, though inexhaustible, have not as yet tur- 
ned to.any advantage, and the lucrative breed of theep and 
cattle which are not attended to, notwithstanding Iceland 
abounds with the finest pastures*. ‘There were times 
when this w/tima Thule exported in her own bottoms her 
own manufactures and cloth, stockings and carpets, to Nor- 
way, Ireland, and the northern parts of Scotland, Den- 
mark, Sweden and Rufsia; and the laws pafsed in the e- 
leventh century prove that agriculture was well attended to, 
Things have indeed taken a sad revulsion since that pe. 
riod ; however, by the joint labours of wise and benevolent 
men, the causes of such grievances will I trust be removed, 
and this long ne glected spot be made to resume once 
more a splendour greater even than it formerly pofsefsed.”” 

Such are the warm terms on which this beneficent cor- 
respondent talks of the improvements in Iceland. To 
those who have only casually visited that island in‘its pre- 
sent state, and are not acquainted with the particulars of 
its past history, these particulars will no doubt appear te 
be greatly exaggerated; yet the present state.of Spain, 
of Palestine, of Egypt, of Greece, and of Tutkey, are so 
much inferior to what they once were, as to afford the 
clearest proof that political mismanagement can produce ef- 
fects equally pernicieps as those that have eccurréd in’ 
Iceland. 

The first is represented by Mr Profefsor Thorkelin, anative of Iceland, 
as ‘beisg a most refrefhing’ sort of food for the fithers and others, after, . 
the most violent exercise and fatigue. ime other as a wholesome, plea- 
sent beveridge, 

They sometimes put salmon andicod-fith bones into thie sire, which adds 
to its quality. 

* The natives of Scotland,:to ‘thei sad experience, know that similar 
.a‘ural advantages at hens, ¢ do not asure —. a hy ‘Ede. 
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It will afford a subject of ¢utious disquisition to the En- 
wglith reader, t6 trace the history of this_northern nation 
‘which ‘has been sunk in utter oblivion for so many ages; 
-and I congratulate the peblic on the near prospect of their 
‘being enabled to do this in a -satisfactory manner. Dr 
“‘Thorkelin, a native of Iceldnd, profefsor of antiquities in 
the very of -C enhagen, a gentleman well kn 
in Brain for whey ingenious publications in the Tn. 
glith language, who accompanied Mr Detnpster i ‘in his tour 
‘through the Hebrides, in the year 1786, has been comman- 
-ded, as I am afsured from undoubted authority, by the 
ptince’of Denmark, to publifh an account of his travels in 
Scotland. In this work he will have an opportunity of 
‘teviving the memory of the mutual intercourse that subsis- 
ted between this country and Iceland, in former times, and 
of illustrating the history of these northern people, by ma- 
ny facts that are very little known. I fhall not failto an- 


nounce this interesting work to the public, as soon as it 

appears. 
A character of the prince.of Denmark by ‘another cot 

-tespondent from Copenhagen, will be given in our next. 


TO. CORRESPONDENTS. ' 

Ti. fayour of A. N. is received. No subject cam’ be mose: generally ‘in< 
teresting than chemical inquiries when conducted-with propriety,;—wit- 
sefs Watson's efsays; but long systematic treatises would not be So gene- 
rally relifhed. A course of chemical observatioris tending to perfect: arts 
and manufactures, would be one of the most useful as we}! as emtertainj 
performances that could be given. Should this ingenious’ 

direct his views to these points, his disquisitions wil] be bighly. néreptablen 
Perhaps, medical,-and pharmaceutical remarké ought to be sparingly in- 
teogussis ie each bh caletaced Son geaerel » Not particularly for zmedis, 


ite emer kes of preceptor: are well. pon ag ate tod tong. TF 
t entleman were,to try to cut out eve and every! thatr 
could be ‘be spared, he would make'a much pay cae ie paper. wer hi is. 
— fq him as an ¢xercise which he willifind ‘redound'te his own: 
profit 

1 Bhe Biter régtets that the verses- —e 3. ate too ane for’ pile 
“ication. A cgrstant grader, is geceived. « Vuiese 

‘Farther acknowledgements a de, orcad will our nea 509 





